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tinuous hitherto, that we have good ground for hoping it
will not suddenly break off.

But we need not rely entirely upon the argument
from analogy to prove that the present imperfect process
of arbitration will develop into an effective means of
settling all ordinary disputes between nations. . The
development has already begun. Till almost yesterday
arbitral tribunals have been constituted on the spur of
the moment, after the quarrel has broken out and other
means of settling it have been tried in vain. But within
the last year or two the practice has arisen of inserting
in treaties of commerce clauses binding the contracting
parties to refer to arbitration any differences which may
arise between them with respect to the subject-matter of
the treaty. This is a distinct step forward, and it is due
to the initiative of Signor Mancini, till lately Italian
Minister for Foreign Affairs. During his tenure of office
it fell to his lot to make or renew many treaties of com-
merce between Italy and other countries, and in every
one of them he succeeded in inserting an arbitral clause.
A nobler work for humanity has seldom been more
quietly and unostentatiously accomplished; and if he is
able to make further progress with it he will go far to
realize the prophecy of Mazzini, that

"Following the Rome which wrought by force of arms,
Following the Rome which wrought by force of words,
Must come, so it was shewn me long ago,
The Rome which yet shall work by force of life1."

After some experience of the beneficial effect of
referring disputes connected with their commercial
affairs to arbitration, states will probably desire to

1 Mrs King, The Disciples, p. 172.